
AGENDA OF BUSINESS 
SPECIAL WORK SESSION OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2020 

 
A Special Work Session of the City Council of the City of Grosse Pointe Farms will be held at the Grosse Pointe 
Farms Pier Park, 350 Lake Shore Road on Tuesday, January 21, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. following the Regular City 
Council Meeting. 
 

1. Presentation by the Grosse Pointe War Memorial regarding proposed improvements to 32 Lake Shore 
Road.  

2. Questions and Answers. 
3. Adjournment. 

 
DERRICK KOZICKI 

ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER/CITY CLERK 



 

PRESS RELEASE 
Embargoed for release until Thursday, January 9, at 12:01 a.m. 

The War Memorial Plans Facility Improvements in Partnership 
with The Alger Family 

Public input sought in fulfillment of institution’s mission to be a patriotic, cultural, 
and community leader 

GROSSE POINTE FARMS, Mich., January 16, 2020 – The Grosse Pointe War Memorial Association is 
announcing plans to upgrade its existing facilities to elevate the experience of its patrons. Informed by 
utilization studies, strategic planning, and a community survey, the planned improvements address 
various issues with the goal of providing increased and long-term public value. War Memorial 
leadership, believing in the shared legacy between the institution and the community, has proactively 
held meetings with neighbors and stakeholders. The War Memorial invites the broader public to share 
their input through a public work session on Tuesday, January 21 with the Grosse Pointe Farms City 
Council at Pier Park. Alternatively, feedback can be submitted via email to feedback@warmemorial.org. 

The War Memorial, which hosts 3,000 events and 250,000 guests annually, does not intend to increase 
the volume of its activities. Instead, the goals of the facility improvements are: 

• Elevate the quality of programming and the patron experience; 

• Preserve and reduce pressure on the 110-year-old Alger House, which is a nationally-recognized 
historic landmark, designed by Charles A. Platt; 

• Restore the original garden designs envisioned by Ellen Biddle Shipman in the front of the 
property; 

• Improve accessibility throughout The War Memorial campus, including better traffic flow, 
design, amenities, entryways, and access to the gardens and lakefront grounds. 

The planned work addresses input received from community members and stakeholder groups that 
regularly use the facility, with the majority of information coming from residents of the Grosse Pointes. 
Analysis of the data found: 

• Respondents would like improved facilities with greater accessibility, streamlined entryways and 
traffic flow, and improved restrooms;  

• Ninety percent of respondents identified the organization’s arts, culture, and humanities 
programming as a primary reason for visiting. 
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The philanthropy and effort supporting the facility upgrades is led by members of the Alger family, who 
are supporting the development and preservation of their ancestral home, built in 1910, and 
contributed to the community to form The War Memorial in 1949. 

“Maintaining the Alger family’s generous gift, made to our community more than 70 years ago, is part of 
our commitment to ensure we have a thriving facility that supports our patrons and mission of providing 
access to arts, culture, and humanities from across the region and the country,” said Charles Burke, 
president and CEO of The War Memorial. “It is an honor to partner once again with the family on this 
new endeavor, which ensures the longevity of the historic house and affords us the opportunity to 
expand the quality and depth of our cultural and patriotic programming.” 

Renderings, site planning, and original conceptual designs were created by Tryba Architects of Denver, 
Colorado; Lead Design Principal David Tryba, FAIA, is related to the Alger family. Future architectural 
work will be handled by Detroit-based ROSSETTI and will honor the original aesthetic of the Charles A. 
Platt house and Ellen Biddle Shipman garden designs. 

A sustainability task force will be appointed to evaluate the needs of the building and grounds going 
forward, including water, solar and energy conservation, and resources. Additional work of the task 
force will focus on the institutional responsibility of stewarding the shoreline of Lake Saint Clair.  

Images 
High-resolution artwork is available from Jessi Kaminski, manager of communications and programming; 
see contact information at end of release. 

 

1 The front entrance to The War Memorial, featuring accessible walkways and gardens inspired by the original 1910 Ellen Biddle 
Shipman design 
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2 The lakefront lawn of The War Memorial, featuring accessible walkways and waterfront views from inside the building 

 

3 The lakefront lawn of The War Memorial, featuring reclaimed green space, and access to the grounds from the ballroom 

About The War Memorial 
For more than 70 years, The War Memorial has been Metro Detroit’s patriotic, cultural, and community 
center – a unique environment with more than 3,000 events and 250,000 visitors annually. 



4 

The War Memorial provides a place to celebrate the ideals of American democracy and to honor and 
remember those who have defended those ideals with tireless effort and personal sacrifice.  

World-class cultural and artistic offerings in 2019 included live performances by The Juilliard String 
Quartet; Michigan Opera Theatre; Imani Winds; and members of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra. A full 
season of live cinematic broadcasts from New York City’s Metropolitan Opera thrilled audiences, as did 
The War Memorial’s premiere participation in the Freep Film Festival. 

The organization’s ever-growing commitment to presenting influential and inspiring speakers has 
included former first daughter Barbara Pierce Bush; Maj. Mary Jennings Hegar; Dr. Cornell West; 
Glennon Doyle Melton; and many local and regional intellectuals, including a full series of lectures from 
Oakland University professors. Additionally, The War Memorial hosts discussions with regional and 
national thought leaders on its monthly radio show and podcast, Inspired Heroes.  

Community celebrations included SummerFest, the annual multiweek festival of free concerts, movies, 
and theatrical performances. 

Patriotic and veterans’ events included the longstanding and beloved Memorial Day Service; 9/11 
Service of Remembrance; Veterans Day Breakfast; 1,000 Christmas Salutes; as well as enlistment and 
retirement ceremonies, free military concerts, and the Evening of Red, White, and Blue gala fundraiser. 

The War Memorial serves its community by supporting the diverse offerings of resident partners, 
including, but not limited to, the Grosse Pointe Artists Association; the Grosse Pointe Garden Center; 
The Family Center; the Junior League of Detroit; the Grosse Pointes-Harper Woods NAACP Branch; the 
Eastside Republican Club; the Grosse Pointe Democratic Club; the Grosse Pointe Senior Ladies Club; the 
Senior Men’s Club of Grosse Pointe; the Grosse Pointe Veterans Club; and faith-based youth group, 
WyldLife. 

Ranked a top Grosse Pointe attraction by survey respondents, The Patriot Theater at The War Memorial 
features a wide variety of films and documentaries ranging from historical dramas, comedies, children’s 
entertainment and art appreciation, as well as partnerships with authors and filmmakers. In 2019, The 
Patriot Theater became a premiere venue for the Freep Film Festival; this honor will continue in 2020. 

With new programming and innovative leadership, The War Memorial is a unique, dynamic and 
forward-thinking hub for southeast Michigan with a mission to be a patriotic, cultural, and community 
leader. More information can be found at www.warmemorial.org 

### 

Media Contacts 
Jessi Kaminski, manager of communications and programming 
The War Memorial 
313.332.4053 – jkaminski@warmemorial.org 

Elizabeth Weigandt, principal 
Weigandt Communications, LLC 
586.209.0602 – elizabeth@weigandtcommunications.com 

### 



 

The War Memorial is a unique organization bringing together a combination of visual and 
performing arts, community, education, hospitality, and patriotic programming in a facility 
centered on a historic house.  

Each of the potential “comps” listed below only partially resembles The War Memorial in the 
breadth of offerings. Some combinations of organizations (Bryn Du of Granville, Ohio; plus 
Community House of Birmingham, Michigan; plus Great Lakes Center for the Arts of Bay 
Harbor, Michigan) come close to The War Memorial’s range of offerings. None of those listed 
here, however, include an explicit commitment to veterans and patriotic programming like that 
of The War Memorial. 

To assure comparability, each organization listed below is a relatively small private nonprofit 
organization primarily serving a smaller region, city, or cluster of suburbs within a metro area, 
and of similar socio-economic demographics of Grosse Pointe Farms. 

— 

Massachusetts – Nantucket 
www.nantucketatheneum.org 
The Atheneum is a 150+ year old cultural center based in the town library emphasizing books, 
presentations, classes, and films with some concerts thrown in and occasional visual arts 
exhibits. 

Illinois – Evanston 
www.evanstonartcenter.org 
The Evanston Art Center is a community cultural center for the home community of 
Northwestern University. Strongly centered on the visual arts, performing arts, and hospitality, 
programming is occasional and limited. 

Illinois – Arlington Heights (NW of Chicago)  
www.metropolisarts.com 
The Metropolitan Center Performing Arts Centre located in the northwest suburbs of Chicago 
combines performances by local and touring artists with a performing arts school for all ages 
and significant events and rentals activity. 

Michigan – Bay Harbor 
www.greatlakescfa.org/about-us 
The Great Lakes Center for the Arts is a new arts center that primarily emphasizes performing 
arts. Visual arts is currently a minor focus but is expected to become more prominent in the 
future. 
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Michigan – Birmingham 
www.communityhouse.com/our-story 
The Community House is a classic community center emphasizing adult and children’s classes 
that, like The War Memorial, derives substantial revenue from hospitality programming. Like 
The War Memorial, the Community House has both resident and non-resident nonprofit 
partners. 

Michigan – Grand Rapids Area 
www.meijergardens.org/about 
Meijer Gardens is a sculpture and horticultural park with a relatively large indoor facility that 
accommodates exhibitions, events, and, like The War Memorial, weddings and rentals. 

New York – Long Island, North Shore 
www.hamptonsartsnetwork.org 
The Hamptons Arts Network is a consortium of 16 organizations that, collectively, present a 
range of offerings roughly analogous to that of The War Memorial. Some, though not all, of the 
members have sites and offer hospitality as well as substantive programming. 

New York – Westchester County 
www.hamptonsartsnetwork.org 
Arts Westchester is both the local Arts Council and the operator of a historic building in 
downtown White Plains that hosts exhibitions, performances, weddings, and rentals, as well as 
Arts Westchester’s own offices and those of resident partners. 

North Carolina – Hilton Head 
www.artshhi.com/about 
The Coastal Carolina is a multi-community arts center that combines exhibitions, classes, and 
performing arts with a formal school of the arts. 

Granville, Ohio (Home of Denison University) 
www.bryndu.com 
Bryn Du is a restored historic house that serves as a privately supported community center for 
the Granville area. Although there are some performing arts presentations, the primary 
emphasis is on visual arts and crafts (the project was spearheaded by members of the 
Longaberger Family), as well as weddings and rentals. The adjacent soccer and polo fields are 
now owned by the municipality but programmed along with the house. 

Florida – West Palm Beach 
www.fourarts.org 
The Society of the Four Arts is a nonprofit cultural organization founded in 1936 to meet the 
cultural needs of the growing resort community. The Four Arts campus is home to beautiful 
sculpture and botanical gardens, a library and children's library, all which are open to the public 
year-round. During the winter season, The Four Arts also presents notable speakers, concerts, 
films, educational programs, and art exhibitions to the public. 
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Fairfax Virginia (on the Campus of George Mason University) 
www.hyltoncenter.org/about 
The Hylton Center is a performing arts venue hosted on the campus of George Mason 
University. The Hylton Center is supported in part by local government and donors as a 
community cultural center giving it a dual role in both university and community arts 
programming. 



CONFIDENTIAL

Distribution Map
Neighbors of 
The War 
Memorial
Include —
Beverly Rd.
McKinley Pl.
Elm Ct.
Edgemere Rd.
Sunset Ln.
Lakecrest Ln.
Lake Shore Dr.
Berkshire Pl.
Rose Terrace St.
Grosse Pointe Blvd.

Omit —
Dyar Ln.
Pine Ct.



The War Memorial receives no government funding. 
We are a 501(c)(3) organization to which contributions are deductible as provided by law. 

32 LAKE SHORE DRIVE • GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236 • WWW.WARMEMORIAL.ORG 

January 6, 2020  
 
Dear neighbor, 

We sincerely hope this invitation letter finds you well. This correspondence has been sent to residents of Grosse 
Pointe Farms living on the streets of Rose Terrace; Beverly Rd.; McKinley Pl.; Elm Ct.; Edgemere Rd.; Sunset Ln.; 
Lakecrest Ln.; and Lake Shore Dr. between the waterfront and Grosse Pointe Boulevard. Because we believe the 
content of this invitation is of utmost importance, we’ve taken the care to deliver it in two manners: it has been sent 
via the U.S. Postal Service and also hand-delivered by War Memorial staff members on Monday, January 6, 2020. 

As our valued neighbor, we want to update you on our plans in 2020 and invite you to an important informational 
session and presentation at The War Memorial on Tuesday, January 14 at 7pm. 

As will appear in this week’s edition of The Grosse Pointe News, The War Memorial is announcing plans to upgrade its 
existing facilities and build a new addition to elevate the experience of its patrons. The planned work will preserve and 
reduce pressure on the historic Alger home while adding operational upgrades to the rest of the facility, as well as 
improved access to the nationally-recognized site and its gardens, and to beautiful Lake St. Clair. 

Informed by utilization studies, strategic planning, and a community survey, the planned improvements address various 
issues with the goal of providing increased and long-term public value. War Memorial leadership, believing in the 
shared legacy between the institution and the community, is proactively holding meetings with neighbors and 
stakeholders. If you are not able to join us on Tuesday, we welcome your feedback via email through 
feedback@warmemorial.org. 

The War Memorial, which hosts 3,000 events and 250,000 guests annually, does not intend to increase the volume of 
its activities. Instead, the goals of the planned addition and facility improvements are: 

• Elevate the quality of programming and the patron experience; 
• Preserve and reduce pressure on the 110-year-old Alger House, which is a nationally-recognized historic 

landmark, designed by Charles A. Platt; 
• Restore the original garden designs envisioned by Ellen Biddle Shipman in the front of the property; 
• Improve accessibility throughout The War Memorial campus, including better traffic flow, design, amenities, 

entryways, and access to the gardens and lakefront grounds. 

Additionally, we are delighted to share that the philanthropic effort supporting this work is being led by members of 
the Alger family, who care deeply about the institution and are supporting the development and preservation of their 
ancestral home.  

Maintaining The Alger Family’s generous gift, made 70 years ago, to our community, is part of our commitment to 
ensure we have a thriving facility that supports our patrons and mission of introducing new ideas and expanding 
horizons with improved access to the arts, culture and humanities from across the region and the country. 

On behalf of the entire War Memorial family, please accept my thanks for all you do to support our community! We 
look forward to seeing you on January 14. 

Warm regards,  

 

 

 

Charles Burke 
President and CEO 
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